United Tribes Technical College

SOC 275 Native American Studies Syllabus
SOC 275 Spring 2018
Instructor and Class Information
Instructor Name

Dakota Goodhouse

Email

dgoodhouse@uttc.edu

Start Date

1/9/2018

End Date

5/1/2018

Course Information
Course Number

SOC 275

Course Title

Native American Studies

Course Description
This course provides a general introduction to the field of Native American Studies. The course is broken
down in to three general areas: 1) "History, Law, and Government," 2) "Cultural and Creative Expressions,"
and 3) "Policy Studies," which focuses on issues involving Indian health, education, sociology, and language.
The goal of this course is for students to be able to understand, analyze, and articulate in a scholarly way the
fundamental issues involved with each of these areas.
Total Credits

3.00

Textbooks
Calloway, Collin G. (2012). First Peoples: A Documentary Survey Of American Indian History (4th). Bedford/St.
Martin’s Press.

Course Objectives
1.

Have a good general knowledge of the history and present circumstances of the Native
Peoples of the land that is now called the United States of America.

2.

Understand the traditional religions, philosophies, spirituality, and general world-view of the
First Americans.

3.

Increase familiarity with the diversity of cultures, ways of life, and collective experiences of the
original Americans of the U.

4.

S.

5.

Understand the history and present nature of the political and legal relationship between the
Native American tribal nations and the federal, state, and county governments within the U.
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6.

S.

7.

Describe the vast scope of contributions that the American Indians have made to the cultures,
health, and humanity of the other peoples of the world.

1.Grading Scale
Grade
A
B
C
D
Failing

Percentage
90-100%
80-89%
70-79%
60-69%
Below 60%

2.Communication
All students are required to regularly check their MyUTTC account to obtain information on course
assignments, detailed instructions, and announcements. Students are expected to check their student account
regularly for any updates or coursework changes. It is important to provide the instructor and/or academic
advisor with your current email address, phone numbers and alternate contact information. Class
cancellations, emergency information, or other announcements can be conveyed in a timely manner if we have
your current contact information.

3.Attendance Policy
Attendance and completion of assigned readings is the equivalent of participation since your ideas and your
work with classmates contribute to everyone’s understanding and achievement. Significant tardiness will be
considered an absence. If you arrive late, you may be considered absent for that class period.
Every student is responsible for obtaining the necessary information required in the event of an absence. It is
the student’s responsibility to contact one of their peers to obtain information concerning assignments,
handouts, and any changes or announcements.
Student grades will be impacted by the frequency and quality of participation in class.

4.Policy for Late Submission
Each student is responsible for obtaining the necessary information required in the event of an absence. It is
the student’s responsibility to contact one of his or her peers to obtain information concerning assignments,
handouts, and any changes or announcements.
The assignments and course requirements (homework) must be completed by the due date and are collected
at the beginning of the class period. If an assignment is not handed in at the beginning of the class period, it is
considered late. Late work will not receive full credit if it is accepted at all. All late work (if prior arrangements
have been approved by the instructor) must be personally handed to the instructor. The amount of points
deducted for late work is at the discretion of the instructor.

5.Cell Phone
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Out of respect for the other students and the instructor, it is advised that cell phones are turned off during class
times. If the student is expecting an important phone call (e.g. case worker, Housing, clinic), the instructor
must be informed ahead of time and the cell phone set to a silent ring. If such a phone call is received during
class time, the student will answer the call by quietly removing him or herself from the classroom. This also
includes texting during class; it is not acceptable. Students may not use class time to check social media
accounts, voicemail, and/or personal emails.

6.Student Behavior
UTTC students will conduct themselves in a responsible and respectful manner at all times in the classroom, in
the hallways, in the Library, the Cafeteria, and any other location on campus. Student behavior that interferes
with learning in the classroom will not be tolerated. This behavior includes chronic tardiness, threatening
confrontations, intoxication, inappropriate physical contact, lewd or disrespectful language or gestures directed
at the instructor or at fellow students, bullying, direct or indirect intimidation, and conversations with other
students that are not related to classroom topics.
Faculty are expected to maintain professional management of classroom activities prior to, during and after
class times. As such, if a student demonstrates behavior that disrupts or interferes with classroom activities, an
instructor reserves the right to ask the student to leave the classroom, to contact campus security, to request
mediation by the academic department chair or an academic/personal counselor, or to file a formal complaint
subject to a student disciplinary hearing.

7.Plagiarism and Academic Integrity
Plagiarism is the term for taking credit for work that is for not your own. This means you cannot take material
from articles, books or websites you find in the library and present it as your own work; you cannot let your
friends prepare your assignments for you; and you cannot copy an assignment from a student who took the
same course in another semester. Plagiarism is taken seriously because this is a place for learning and new
ideas; your assignments are evidence of your learning, your original ideas.
Providing work that is not your own, or that is not unique to the assignment, is inappropriate as a form of
dishonesty. The consequences of plagiarism are serious: you will be given an F on the specific assignment, or
the entire course, at the instructor’s discretion. If you need advice on how to appropriately cite the work of
others, please ask. As long as you acknowledge an idea is not your own, and provide the original source, it is
generally not plagiarism.
Examples of violations of academic integrity are lying about the reason for an absence, or signing someone
else’s name to a sign-in sheet when they were not present. Please keep in mind that students generally ask
their instructors for recommendations, whether for jobs or for scholarships.

8.Students with Disabilities
United Tribes Technical College recognizes its responsibility for making reasonable accommodations to
ensure there is no discrimination on the basis of a disability. The Disabilities Services Office coordinates
reasonable accommodations, support services, and appropriate referrals for the purpose of removing barriers
and providing an equitable learning environment. If you have a disability, please contact the Disabilities
Services (DS) office located in the Education Building Room 123 and speak to the DS Coordinator. The
Coordinator can also be reached at (701) 255-3285, ext. 1516.

Class Schedule
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Date/Session
Week 1:
Introductions,
Syllabus, and
Chapter 1
Week 2:
Chapters 1 &
2
Week 3:
Chapter 2
Week 4:
Chapters 2 &
3
Week 5:
Chapter 4
Week 6:
Chapters 4 &
5
Week 7:
Chapter 5
Week 8:
Chapter 5
Week 9:
Midterm
Exam
Week 10:
AIHEC &
Spring Break
Week 11:
Chapter 6
Week 12:
Chapter 6
Week 13:
Chapter 7
Week 14:
Chapter 7
Week 15:
Chapter 8
Week 16:
Chapters 9 &
10
Week 17:
Final Exam
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